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U3d, The D------of M------'s courage not to be called in

question,

U4th, The projected design of an assassination they
believe true, but that a matter of so high a nature ought not
to be asserted without exhibiting the proofs.

" 5th, The present ministers, who are the rump of those
whose characters you have painted, shew too plainly that
they have not acted upon republican, or, indeed, any other
principles, than those of interest and ambition.

" 6th, Now I have mentioned characters, I must tell you
they were clearly of opinion, that if those you have drawn
should be published as they now stand, nothing could save
the author's printer and publishers from some grievous
punishment. As we have no traces of liberty now left but
the freedom of the press, it is the most earnest desire of
your friends that you would strike out all that you have said
on that subject.

" Thus, my dear Dean, I have laid before you, in a plain
manner the sentiments of those who were present when your
History was read; if I have mistaken in anything, I ask
pardon of you and them.

" I am not at liberty to name those who were present,

excepting only  the E------ of O------d, who has charged

me to return you his thanks for what you have said of his
father.

"What I have to say from myself is, that there were
persons in the company to whose judgment I should pay
entire deference. I had no opportunity of paying any on
this occasion, for I concurred in the same opinion with them,
from the bottom of my heart, and therefore conjure youwas
you value your own fame as an author, and the honour of
those who were actors in the important affairs that make the
subject of your History, and as you would preserve the
liberty of your person, and enjoyment of your fortune, you
will not suffer this work to go to the press without making
some, or all the amendments proposed. I am, my dear
Dean, most sincerely and affectionately yours,

" E. L.

" I thank you for your kind mention of me in your letter
to Lord Oxford.